
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

March 2, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening VOluntary: Variations on Salzburg (Hymn 135) Johann Pachelbel

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 135 “Songs of thankfulness and praise” Salzburg
Sung by all, standing.

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

glOria in excelsis, Hymnal, S 278 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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the cOllect Of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
O God, who on the holy Mount revealed your wonderfully transfigured Son to his chosen witnesses, and inspired The 
Rev. Dr. Edmund Woodward a century ago to build the Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration at Shrine Mont—a sacred 
place where all are welcome to bask in God’s love: Grant that those who visit there may find peace, your presence, and the 
inspiration to return to their communities as your disciples bringing hope and reconciling love to a world desperate for your 
light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

the WOrD Of gOD

the first lessOn   [The people are seated.] Exodus 34:29-35
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his 
hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the 
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites 
came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had 
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he 
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, 
until he went in to speak with him.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

psalm 99   Dominus regnavit David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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 1 The Lord is King;  
  let the people tremble; *  
   he is enthroned upon the cherubim;  
   let the earth shake. 
 2 The Lord is great in Zion; *  



   he is high above all peoples. 
 3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *  
   he is the Holy One. 
 4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,  
  you have established equity; *  
   you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” [Ref.]
 5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God  
  and fall down before his footstool; *  
   he is the Holy One. 
 6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,  
  and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *  
   they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
 7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *  
   they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 
 8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *  
   you were a God who forgave them,  
   yet punished them for their evil deeds.” 
 9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God  
  and worship him upon his holy hill; *  
   for the Lord our God is the Holy One. [Ref.]

the secOnD lessOn 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people 
of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very 
day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, 
to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing 
the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, 
we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify 
God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of 
God.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 129 “Christ upon the mountain peak” Mowsley
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

the hOly gOspel Luke 9:28-36
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 
talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the 
two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, 
a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



the sermOn   The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

the nicene creeD   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers Of the peOple   [All remain standing.] Form V, Book of Common Prayer, p. 389
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions 
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor ...we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy.

The Intercessor concludes
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
People To you, O Lord our God.

the cOnfessiOn anD absOlutiOn

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WelcOme & annOuncements

the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Anthem: “Thee We Adore” T. Frederic H. Candlyn
 Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Fountain of Goodness, Jesu, Lord and God, 
 Who in Thy sacrament art pleased to be; Cleanse us, unclean, in Thy most cleansing flood; 
 Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail, Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
 Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail. The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow.

 O blest memorial of our dying Lord, O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
 Who living Bread to men doth here afford! May what we thirst for soon our portion be, 
 O may our souls forever feed on Thee, To gaze on Thee unveiled, and see Thy face, 
 And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be. The vision of Thy glory and Thy grace.



the great thanksgiVing Prayer A, Book of Common Prayer, p. 361
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sanctus, Hymnal, S 128 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

memOrial acclamatiOn

Presider Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 



and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
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Celebrant People

the lOrD’s prayer

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking Of the breaD, Hymnal, S 155 Gerald Near
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

healing prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.

cOmmuniOn music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 488 “Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart” Slane
“In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified” Bob Kirkpatrick
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senDing Of eucharistic VisitOrs

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

the blessing

at the clOsing, Hymn 137 “O wondrous type! O vision fair” Wareham 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

clOsing VOluntary: Fanfare William Mathias


