
The First Sunday after the Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

January 12, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Prelude on Erhalt uns, Herr (Hymn 132)	 Dietrich Buxtehude

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 135 “Songs of thankfulness and praise”	 Salzburg
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymnal, S 278	 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 43:1-7
Now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange 
for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I 
will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters 
from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29   Afferte Domino	 David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *  
			   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
	 2	 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *  
			   worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. [Ref.]
	 3	 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;  
		  the God of glory thunders; *  
			   the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 



	 4	 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *  
			   the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
	 5	 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *  
			   the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
	 6	 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *  
			   and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. [Ref.]
	 7	 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;  
		  the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *  
			   the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
	 8	 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *  
			   and strips the forests bare. 
	 9	 And in the temple of the Lord*  
			   all are crying, “Glory!” [Ref.]
	 10	 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *  
			   the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
	 11	 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *  
			   the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. [Ref.] 

The Second Lesson	 Acts 8:14-17
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 132 (stanzas 1, 3, 5) “When Christ’s appearing was made known”	 Erhalt uns, Herr
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Renewal of Baptismal Vows.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Presider	 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People	 I do.

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Father? 
People	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Presider	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?



People	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

The Presider concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 
bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	 Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day”	 Traditional
	 Tomorrow shall be my dancing day:  	 Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
	 I would my true love did so chance  	 Of her I took fleshly substance; 
	 To see the legend of my play,  	 Thus was I knit to man’s nature, 
	 To call my true love to my dance:  	 To call my true love to my dance:  
	 Sing O my love,  	 Sing O my love,  
	 O my love, my love, my love; 	 O my love, my love, my love;  
	 This have I done for my true love.	 This have I done for my true love.



	 In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 	 Then afterwards baptized I was; 
	 So very poor, this was my chance, 	 The Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
	 Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 	 My Father’s voice heard I from above, 
	 To call my true love to my dance:	 To call my true love to my dance: 
	 Sing O my love,	 Sing O my love, 
	 O my love, my love, my love; 	 O my love, my love, my love;  
	 This have I done for my true love.	 This have I done for my true love.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 128	 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People	 We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 



and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.
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Celebrant People

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Hymnal, S 155	 Gerald Near
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 764 [green hymnal] “Taste and see”	 Taste and See
Hymn 811 [green hymnal] “You shall cross the barren desert”	 Be Not Afraid

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 448 (stanzas 1-3, 6) “O love, how deep, how broad, how high”	 Deus tuorum militum 
Sung by all, standing.



Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Prelude on Erhalt uns, Herr (Hymn 132)	 Georg Böhm

S 278 (Gloria) © 1976 and S 128 (Sanctus) © 1985 Oxford University Press; S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985, and S 155 (Frac-
tion) © 1982, Church Publishing, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © 2012 David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.


