
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

January 5, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening VOluntary: Praeludium Pastorale (super gamut descendens) John Stainer

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 109 (stanzas 1-2, 4, 6) “The first Nowell the angel did say” The First Nowell
Sung by all, standing.

Presider The glory of the Lord has been revealed: 
People And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 
Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

glOria in excelsis, Hymn 421 “All glory be to God on high” Allein Gott in der Höh
Sung by all.
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the cOllect Of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share 
the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



the WOrD Of gOD

the first lessOn   [The people are seated.] Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, 
and say, ‘Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel. See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and 
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, 
together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them 
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father 
to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, 
‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and 
has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be 
radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in 
the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give 
them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” says the 
Lord.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

psalm 84:1-8   Quam dilecta! David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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 1 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
   my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
 2 The sparrow has found her a house 
  and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
   by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,  
   my King and my God. [Ref.]
 3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *  
   they will always be praising you.
 4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *  
   whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. [Ref.]
 5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
   for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
 6 They will climb from height to height, * 
   and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. [Ref.]
 7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *  
   hearken, O God of Jacob.
 8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
   and look upon the face of your Anointed. [Ref.]

the secOnD lessOn Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe.



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 98 “Unto us a boy is born!” Puer nobis nascitur
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

the hOly gOspel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When 
Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he 
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will 
be called a Nazorean.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermOn   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

the nicene creeD   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers Of the peOple   [All remain standing.] Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WelcOme & annOuncements

the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Anthem: “Brich an, o schönes Morgenlicht” Johann Sebastian Bach
 Brich an, o schönes Morgenlicht, Break forth, O beauteous morning light,  
 Und lass den Himmel tagen! And bring day to the heavens! 



 Du Hirtenvolk, erschrecke nicht, Thou shepherd folk, be not afraid, 
 Weil dir die Engel sagen, For thee the angel telleth 
 Dass dieses schwache Knäbelein That this the helpless little boy  
 Soll unser Trost und Freude sein, Shall be our comfort and our joy,  
 Dazu den Satan zwingen Here for to conquer Satan 
 Und letztlich Friede bringen! And peace at last to bring us!

the great thanksgiVing Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sanctus, Hymnal, S 125 Richard Proulx
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

memOrial acclamatiOn

Presider Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.



We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. 
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the lOrD’s prayer

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the Breaking Of the BreaD, Hymnal, S 155 Gerald Near
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

healing prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.

cOmmuniOn music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 247 “Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child” Coventry Carol

senDing Of eucharistic VisitOrs

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 



and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

the christmas Blessing

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

at the clOsing, Hymn 92 “On this day earth shall ring” Personent hodie 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

clOsing VOluntary: Prelude on Allein Gott in der Höh (Hymn 421) Johann Sebastian Bach

S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985, and S 155 (Fraction) © 1982 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 125 (Sanctus) © 1971, 1977 GIA Publi-
cations, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © 2014 David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.


