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THE PRELUDE
Brass: “Sussex Carol”

N

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve

Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite Il

December 24, 2024 at 7:00 and 9:30 P.M.

Please adjust all electronic devices to silent settings.

CHotr: “Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary”

Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!
For so when he did meet thee
Spake mighty Gabriel,

And thus we greet thee.
Come weal, come woe,

Our hymn shall never vary. Alleluia!

Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!
Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!

CaroL: HymN 79, (stanzas 1-3, 5) “O little town of Bethlehem’
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

Sung by all.

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary;

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!

and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.

CHOIR: “Brich an, o schénes Morgenlicht”

Brich an, o schines Morgenlicht,

Ave, ave Maria!

To gladden priest and people,
The angelus shall ring

From every steeple,

To sound his virgin birth,

Ave, ave Maria!
Ave, ave Maria!

3]

Und lass den Himmel tagen!
Du Hirtenvolk, erschrecke nicht,
Weil dir die Engel sagen,

Dass dieses schwache Kniibelein
Soll unser Trost und Freude sein,
Dazu den Satan zwingen

Und letztlich Friede bringen!

Traditional English carol, arr. Henderson

Archangels chant, Osanna,
And, Holy, Holy, Holy,
Before the Infant born

Of thee, thou lowly,
Aye—maiden child of
Joachim and Anna;
Archangels chant, Osanna.
Archangels chant, Osanna.

3 How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Charles Wood

St. Louis

Johann Sebastian Bach

Break forth, O beauteous morning light,
And bring day to the heavens!
Thou shepherd folk, be not afraid,

For thee the angel telleth

That this the helpless little boy

Shall be our comfort and our joy,

Here for to conquer Satan

CaroL: HymN 115 “What child is this, who, laid to rest”

Sung by all.

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary.

And peace at last to bring us!

2 Why lies he in such mean estate

where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary.

Greensleeves



3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,

come, peasant, king, to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings,

let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.

CHo1r: “Epiphany Alleluias”

Alleluia. We have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Alleluia.

Brass: “Go Tell It on the

THE ENTRANCE

Mountain”

John Weaver

19th century spiritual, arr. Henderson

At THE PROCESSION, HYMN 83, (stanzas 1-3, 6) “O come, all ye faithful”

Sung by all, standing.
1

CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION
Presider
People
Presider
People

O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him,

born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

God from God,

Light from Light eternal,

lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
only-begotten

Son of the Father;

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

The glory of the Lord has been revealed:

And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

Glory to God for ever and ever.

3 Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

glory to God,

glory in the highest:

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing;

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

SONG OF Praisg, HymN 96, (stanzas 1-3) “Angels we have heard on high”

Sung by all.

1 Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo;

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Adeste fideles

Gloria



THE COLLECT OF THE NATIVITY

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully
receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON  [The people are seated.]

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light

has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled
in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
AT THE GRADUAL, HYMN 100 (stanzas 1, 2, 4) “Joy to the world! the Lord is come” Antioch
Sung by all.
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let earth receive her King; let us our songs employ,
let every heart prepare him room, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
and heaven and nature sing, repeat the sounding joy,
and heaven and nature sing, repeat the sounding joy,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

THE SECOND LESSON  [The people are seated.]

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the
present age to live lives that are self- controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation
of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
AT THE SEQUENCE, HYMN 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing” Mendelssohn
Sung by all, standing. 1 Hark! the herald angels sing 2 Christ, by highest heaven adored;
glory to the newborn King! Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, late in time behold him come,
God and sinners reconciled! offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
join the triumph of the skies; hail, the incarnate Deity.
with the angelic host proclaim Pleased as man with us to dwell;
Christ is born in Bethlehem! Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King! glory to the newborn King!



3 Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Risen with healing in his wings,
light and life to all he brings,
hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!

THE HoLy GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THe CHRiSTMAS MESSAGE  The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form V, Book of Common Prayer, p. 389
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor ...we pray to you, O Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.



The Intercessor concludes

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.

People

THE PEACE

To you, O Lord our God.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

THE RECTOR’S WELCOME

Tae Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforters work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand. Today you are invited to contribute to a Special Offering that will go to
Holy Comforter’s Outreach Ministries. Please use the green envelopes in the pews to designate your offering to Outreach

Ministries.

At THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM: “Nativity Carol”

Born in a stable so bare,

Cradled by mother so fair,

Wise men from distant far land,

John Rutter
Love in that stable was born

Born so long ago; Tender her lullaby; Shepherds from starry hills Into our hearts to flow;
Born 'neath light of star Over her son so dear Worship this babe so rare, Innocent dreaming babe,
He who loved us so. Angel hosts fill the sky. Hearts with his warmth He fills. Make me thy love to know.

Far away, silent he lay,

Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ is born_for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Far away, silent he lay,

Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ is born_for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

Far away, silent he lay,

Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ is born_for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

Far away, silent he lay,

Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ is born_for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367

| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We Ilift them to  the Lord.
Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is

right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. [7he Presider continues.]

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sancrus, HymNaL, S 125 Richard Proulx
Sung by all. /e — e e e N
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Presider  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and

for ever.
L Celebrant People
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~
A-men.

THE LorD’s PRAYER
Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYmNAL, S 152 Ambrosian chant
The Presider sings the first line; the congregation responds by singing the second line.

;,Jrjm_,_,_o#

Al - le - lu - ia. Christ our Pass - o - ver is sac - ri-ficed for us;
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

INVITATION  [7he People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-
[free bread—ijust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us and us in him. Come to the table and
be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

CoMMUNION Music  [Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982.]
Brass: Sussex Mummers  Christmas Carol Percy Grainger, arr. Allen



Cuorr: “Torches” John Joubert

Torches, torches, run with torches Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby,

All the way to Bethlehem! Ah, Roro, my love, Roro;

Christ is born and now lies sleeping; Sleep you well, my heart’s own darling,
Come and sing your song to him! While we sing you our Roro.

Sing, my friends, and make you merry,
Joy and mirth and joy again;

Lo, he lives, the King of heaven,

Now and evermore. Amen.

Hymn~ 107 “Good Christian friends, rejoice” In dulci jubilo
HymN 101 “Away in a manger, no crib for his bed” Cradle Song
AFTER THE DISTRIBUTION, HYMN 111 “Silent night, holy night” Stille Nacht
1 Silent night, holy night, 2 Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright shepherds quake art the sight,

round yon virgin mother and child. glories stream from heaven afar,

Holy infant, so tender and mild, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;

sleep in heavenly peace. Christ, the Savior, is born!

Sleep in heavenly peace. Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

AT THE CLOSING, HYMN 109 (stanzas 1, 2, 4, 6) “The first Nowell the angel did say” The First Nowell
Sung by all, standing.
1 The first Nowell the angel did say 4 'This star drew nigh to the northwest,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, and there it did both stop and stay
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. right over the place where Jesus lay.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel. born is the King of Israel.
2 'They looked up and saw a star 6 Then let us all with one accord
shining in the east beyond them far, sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
and to the earth it gave great light, that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and so it continued both day and night. and with his blood our life hath bought.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel. born is the King of Israel.

DisMissAL  [The people respond, ]
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Prelude on I dulci jubilo (Hymn 107) Johann Sebastian Bach

S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985, and S 152 (Fraction) © 1971 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 125 (Sanctus) © 1971, 1977 GIA Publi-
cations, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650.



