
St. Francis of Assisi
Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia

The Holy Eucharist Rite II

October 6, 2024 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: “Spring” from the Four Seasons	 Antonio Vivaldi

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 405 “All things bright and beautiful”	 Royal Oak
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise, Hymn 376 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee”	 Hymn to Joy
Sung by all.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following 
the way of blessed Francis of Assisi, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God, 
you have made us and all living things. You are even more wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for giving us 
these pets who bring us joy. As you take care of us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to 
look after them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Genesis 1:1-34 (abbreviated)
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and a great dimness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. On the first day, God created light and darkness. 
On the second day, God created the sky above and the waters below. On the third day, God formed the land and called it 
Earth, and gathered the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation and food. On the fourth day, God 
separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the fifth day, God brought forth swarms 
of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on the land, and God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, 
God created humankind in God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. God blessed them and bid them to be 
fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw that everything that God had made was very good and God rested and 
blessed the seventh day and made it sacred.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148:7-14   Laudate Dominum	 David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 7	 Praise the Lord from the earth, *  
			   you sea-monsters and all deeps; 



	 8	 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *  
			   tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
	 9	 Mountains and all hills, *  
			   fruit trees and all cedars; 
	 10	 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
			   creeping things and winged birds; 
	 11	 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *  
			   princes and all rulers of the world; 
	 12	 Young men and maidens, *  
			   old and young together. [Ref.]
	 13	 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *  
			   for his Name only is exalted,  
			   his splendor is over earth and heaven. 
	 14	 He has raised up strength for his people  
		  and praise for all his loyal servants, *  
			   the children of Israel, a people who are near him.  
			   Hallelujah! [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 Galatians 6:14-18
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who 
will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From now on, let no one make trouble 
for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 
brothers and sisters. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 398 “I sing the almighty power of God”	 Forest Green
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 11:25-30
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone 
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
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made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [The people stand.]
Intercessor	 Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us and for the beauty and wonder 

of your creation, in earth and sky and sea;
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers; 
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women; 
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life; 
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees; 
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets; 
People	 We thank you, Lord.
Intercessor	 That each pet here may be treasured with care; 
People	 We pray to you, Lord.
Intercessor	 That we may love and honor all your works, O God; 
People	 We pray to you, Lord.
Intercessor	 That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation; 
People	 To the honor and glory of your name, now and  forever, we pray to you, Lord. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “God of all creation”	 David Kelley
God of all creation, for whom the church, in liturgy and song,  

has borne faithful witness through the centuries; 



let us be your instruments of praise, 
that in us may be found that new dimension of sound 

which tunes our souls and bodies to the infinite beauty of your truth  
and the profound glory of your eternal light.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider	 God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Presider	 At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People	 By your will they were created and have their being.
Presider	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 

made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another.

People	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Presider	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And 

in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of 
freedom and peace.

People	 By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
Presider	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 
hymn:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 127	 Calvin Hampton
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People	 We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.



The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not 
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
People	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider	 Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.
People	 AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Hymnal, S 161	 David Hurd
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Healing Prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 593 “Lord, make us servants of your peace”	 Dickinson College
Hymn 416 “For the beauty of the earth”	 Lucerna Laudoniae

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
You are holy, Lord, the only God. You do wonders. You are strong. You are great. You are the most high. You are the 
almighty king, the holy father, the king of heaven and earth. You are three and one, Lord God of gods. You are good, 
all good, the highest good, Lord, God, living and true. You are love and charity. You are wisdom. You are humility. 
You are patience. You are security. You are inner peace. You are joy. You are our hope and joy. You are justice. You are 



moderation. You are all our riches. You are enough for us. You are beauty. You are gentleness. You are the protector. 
You are our guardian and defender. You are strength. You are refreshment. You are our hope. You are our faith. You 
are our charity. You are all our sweetness. You are our eternal life: great and wonderful Lord, God Almighty, merciful 
savior. Amen.

The Blessing (Based on a text of St. Clare of Assisi)
Go forth in peace, for you have followed the good road. Go forth without fear, for he who created you has made you 
holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Blessed be you, my God, for having created these wonderful 
companions. And the blessing of God: Mother, Father, Brother, Sister, Friend, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit be upon you 
this day and always. Amen.

At the Closing, Hymn 400 (stanzas 1-5, 7) “All creatures of our God and King”	 Lasst uns erfreuen 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Carillon	 Herbert Murrill

S 127 (Sanctus) © 1982 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 161 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm 
setting © 2024 David G. Kelley, used by permission.


