
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 20

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

September 22, 2024 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Song of Peace	 Jean Langlais

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 390 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”	 Lobe den Herren
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymn 899 [green hymnal]	 Carl Haywood
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed 
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Proverbs 31:10-31
A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have 
no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing 
hands. She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. She rises while it is still night and provides 
food for her household and tasks for her servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants 
a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her 
lamp does not go out at night. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand to 
the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household 
are clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known in the 
city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant 
with sashes. Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of 
idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: “Many women have done excellently, 
but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her 
a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1   Beatus vir qui non abiit	 David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *  
			   nor lingered in the way of sinners,  
			   nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
	 2	 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *  
			   and they meditate on his law day and night. [Ref.]
	 3	 They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
		  bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *  
			   everything they do shall prosper. 
	 4	 It is not so with the wicked; *  
			   they are like chaff which the wind blows away. [Ref.]
	 5	 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *  
			   nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
	 6	 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *  
			   but the way of the wicked is doomed. [Ref.]



The Second Lesson	 James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace for those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And 
you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 408 “Sing praise to God who reigns above”	 Mit Freuden zart
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Mark 9:30-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus and the disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying 
to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 
will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. Then they came to Capernaum; 
and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the 
way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	 Form IV, Book of Common Prayer, p. 388
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions 
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor	 Lord, in your mercy. 
People	 Hear our prayer.



The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Blest are the pure in heart”	 H. Walford Davies
	 Blest are the pure in heart, 	 Still to the lowly soul 
	 For they shall see our God: 	 He doth himself impart,  
	 The secret of the Lord is theirs, 	 And for his dwelling and his throne 
	 Their soul is Christ’s abode. 	 Chooseth the pure in heart.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider	 God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Presider	 At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People	 By your will they were created and have their being.
Presider	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 

made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another.

People	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Presider	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And 

in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of 
freedom and peace.

People	 By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
Presider	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 
hymn:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 127	 Calvin Hampton
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People	 We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not 
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
People	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider	 Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.
People	 AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Hymnal, S 161	 David Hurd
Sung by all.

&

#

#

œ œ ˙

Lamb of God,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ ˙

you take a - way the sins of the world:

&

#

#
œ œ œ œ ˙

have mer - cy on us.

œ œ ˙

Lamb of God,

œ œ œ œ œ

you take a - way the

&

#

#
œ
œ œ ˙

sins of the world:

œ œ œ œ ˙

have mer - cy on us.

œ œ ˙

Lamb of God,

&

#

#
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

you take a - way the sins of the world:

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙

grant us peace.

Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 



bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 482 “Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy”	 Slane
Hymn 660 “O Master, let me walk with thee”	 Maryton

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 477 “All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine”	 Engelberg 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Præludium in F Major	 Dietrich Buxtehude

899 (Gloria) music © 1992 and S 127 (Sanctus) © 1982 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 161 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission 
One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © 2012 David G. Kelley, used by permission.


