
The Second Sunday of Easter

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II with Baptism

April 7, 2024 at 9:30 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 299.

Opening VOluntary: Recit de tierce from Mass for the Convents François Couperin

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 192 “This joyful Eastertide” Vruechten
Sung by all, standing.

Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Presider There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all.

the cOllect Of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 
who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

the WOrD Of gOD

the first lessOn   [The people are seated.] Acts 4:32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many 
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

psalm 133   Ecce, quam bonum! David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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 2 It is like fine oil upon the head *  
   that runs down upon the beard, 
 3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *  
   and runs down upon the collar of his robe. [Ref.]
 4 It is like the dew of Hermon *  
   that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *  
   life for evermore. [Ref.]



the secOnD lessOn 1 John 1:1—2:2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have 
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, 
I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 194 “Jesus lives! thy terrors now” St. Albinus
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

the hOly gOspel John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But 
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermOn   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.

presentatiOn anD examinatiOn Of the canDiDate

Charlotte Rebecca Elder Welch
Presider 
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents 
I present Charlotte Rebecca to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Presider 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.



Presider 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Presider asks the following questions
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do.

The Presider addresses the congregation, saying
Presider Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ? 
People We will. 
Presider Let us join with her who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

the Baptismal cOVenant

Presider Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help.

prayers fOr the canDiDate

The Presider then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Presider says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection 
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

thanksgiVing OVer the Water

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Presider
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through 
it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received 
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

At the following words, the Presider touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born 
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

the Baptism
The candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

Charlotte Rebecca, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Charlotte Rebecca, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

The Presider then says
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness 
of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and 
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all 
your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share 
with us in his eternal priesthood.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]



WelcOme & annOuncements

the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Anthem: “Awake, O wintry earth” Johann Sebastian Bach
 Awake, O wintry earth,  Descended to the grave,  
 Fling off your frozen sadness. Three days the Son lay sleeping. 
 With sweetness, flowers bring mirth;  Yet Christ returned to save  
 Bright springtime’s ancient gladness. Our hearts from woe and weeping. 
 Once more we sing the tale;  O earth, break forth and sing,  
 Through darkness, sunlight spread Renew your bright array. 
 To warm the winter’s pale;  To celebrate this Spring  
 And tell that Death is dead. And mark the Savior’s way.

the great thanksgiVing   [The people stand.] Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sanctus, Hymnal, S 128 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

memOrial acclamatiOn

Presider Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.
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A- men.

Celebrant People

the lOrD’s prayer

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the Breaking Of the BreaD, Hymnal, S 154 David Hurd
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

healing prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.



cOmmuniOn music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 178 “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord” Alleluia No. 1
Hymn 209 “We walk by faith, and not by sight” St. Botolph

senDing Of eucharistic VisitOrs

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

the easter Blessing

at the clOsing, Hymn 212 “Awake, arise, lift up your voice” Richmond 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal in easter seasOn, Hymnal, S 175
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clOsing VOluntary: Prelude in C Major Johann Sebastian Bach

S 278 (Gloria) © 1976 and S 128 (Sanctus) © 1985 Oxford University Press; S 154 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; S 120 (Sursum corda), S 
142 (Great Amen), and S 175 (Dismissal) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © 2018 David G. 
Kelley, used by permission.


