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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 23

Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite Il

October 15, 2023 at 9:30 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.
OPENING VOLUNTARY: Song of Peace

THE ENTRANCE

Jean Langlais

AT THE ProcessioN, Hymn 7 “Christ, whose glory fills the skies” Ratisbon

Sung by all, standing.

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, HYMN 899 [green hymnal] Carl Haywood
Sung by all. A
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to his peo - ple on earth.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON  [The people are seated.] Exodus 32:1-14
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said
to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lorp.” They rose early the next day, and offered
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. The
LoRrb said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely;
they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf,
and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!”” The Lorbp said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” But Moses implored the
Lorb his God, and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought
them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath;
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘T will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” And the Lorp changed his mind
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim 106:1-6, 19-23  Confitemini Domino; Et fecerunt vitulum David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as
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De - clare the might-y acts of God our Sav - ior.

1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the Lorp, for he is good, *
for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lorp*
or show forth all his praise? /Ref.]

3 Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what is right!

4 Remember me, O Lorp, with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;

5 'That I may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
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that I may glory with your inheritance. /Ref’/

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
and worshiped a molten image;

20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. /Ref./

21 'They forgot God their Savior, *
who had done great things in Egypt,

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
and fearful things at the Red Sea.

23 So he would have destroyed them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
to turn away his wrath from consuming them. /Ref./

THE SECOND LEssoN Philippians 4:1-9
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge
Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these
women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers,
whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AT THE SEQUENCE, HYMN 408 “Sing praise to God who reigns above” Mit Freuden zart

Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to
Childrens Chapel.

THE HoLy GosPEL Matthew 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves,
“The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find
to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad;

so the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Tue SERMON  The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED  [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form 1V Book of Common Prayer, p. 388
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy.
People Hear our prayer.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  [All kneel in silence.]

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tae Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

AT THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM: “I sat down under his shadow” Edward C. Bairstow
I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Presider  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.



People Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People By your will they were created and have their being.

Presider ~ From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Presider  Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And
in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of
freedom and peace.

People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Presider  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending
hymn:

Sancrus, Hymn 858 [green hymnal] Land of Rest
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Presider ~ Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People W celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider ~ Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

People AMEN.

THE LORD’s PRAYER
Presider ~ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYMNAL, S 161 David Hurd
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INVITATION  [7he People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Fucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—iust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

CoMMUNION Music  [Sung by all.]
HymN 763 [green hymnal] “As we gather at your table” Ragquel
Hymn 487 “Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life” The Call



SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Presider  In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.
People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

AT THE CLOSING, HYMN 569 “God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest” Russia
Sung by all, standing.

DismissaL  [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Fugue in G Major Johann Pachelbel

899 (Gloria) © 1992, 858 (Sanctus) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 161 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License
#A-718650. Psalm setting © 2014 David G. Kelley, used by permission.



