N
\\\v

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 21

Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite Il

October 1, 2023 at 9:30 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

OPENING VOLUNTARY: Fantasia in E-flat Major

THE ENTRANCE

AT THE PrOCESSION, HYMN 522 “Glorious things of thee are spoken”

Sung by all, standing.

Presider
People

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, HYMN 899 [green hymnal]

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Sung by all. A
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Glo-ry hal -le-lu - jah, Lord we praise your Ho - ly name, Glo -1y,
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Glo-ry hal -le-lu - jah, Lord we praise your Ho - ly name._

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to his peo - ple on earth.
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wor-ship you, we  give you thanks, we praise you for _ your glo-ry.
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Lord, Lord we praise you,
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we,
running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON  [The people are seated.] Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LorRb commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lorp?” But the people thirsted
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lorp, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost
ready to stone me.” The Lorp said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you;
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders
of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lorb, saying, “Is the Lorp
among us or not?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim 78:1-4, 12-16  Attendite, popule David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as
indicated. p————
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We will re-count the deeds and the pow’r of the LORD.
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Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. /Ref./

3 ‘That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lorp,
and the wonderful works he has done. /Ref/

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers,
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

*

*

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls. /Ref./

14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.
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We will re-count the deeds and the pow’r of the LoRrp.
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers. /Ref./
THE SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:1-13

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing

from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form

of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have
always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At THE SEQUENCE, HYmN 685 “Rock of ages, cleft for me” Toplady

Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to
Childrens Chapel.

THe Hory GosPEL Matthew 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say

to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John
as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority

I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said
the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form IV, Book of Common Prayer, p. 388
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy.
People Hear our prayer.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [All kneel in silence.]

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuae Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforters work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM: “Jesu dulcis memoria” Tomds Luis de Victoria
(Sung in Latin) Jesus, the very thought of thee
With sweetness fills the breast;
But sweeter far thy face to see,
And in thy presence rest.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369

Presider  'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Presider ~ God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

People Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People By your will they were created and have their being.

Presider ~ From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Presider  Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And
in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of



People

Presider

freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending

hymn:

Sancrus, Hymn 858 [green hymnal]

Sung by all.

The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Presider

People

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see

san - na in the high - est. *Bless - ed is he who comes
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your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

People  AMEN.

THE LoRD’S PRAYER
Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYMNAL, S 161 David Hurd
Sung by all. Obs I I
Lamb of  God, you take a - way the sins of the world:
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you take a - way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

INVITATION  [7he People are seated. ]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—iust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

HEALING PRAYERS
Anyone wishing for healing prayers—uwhether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in

confidence.

CoMMUNION MusiC  [Sung by all.]
Hymn 679 “Surely it is God who saves me” Thomas Merton
HyMmN 439 “What wondrous love is this” Wondrous Love

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Presider  In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.
People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING



At THE CLOSING, HYMN 450 (stanzas 1-3, 6) “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!” Coronation
Sung by all, standing.
DismissaL  [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Prelude and Fugue in F Major Vincent Litbeck

899 (Gloria) © 1992, 858 (Sanctus) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 161 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License
#A-718650. Psalm setting © 2014 David G. Kelley, used by permission.



