
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 15

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

August 20, 2023 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening VOluntary: Adagio in E Major Frank Bridge
Kalan Warusa, organ

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 410 “Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” Lauda anima
Sung by all, standing.

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

glOria in excelsis, Hymnal, S 279 Gerald Near
Sung by all.
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the cOllect Of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace 
to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

the WOrD Of gOD

the first lessOn   [The people are seated.] Genesis 45:1-15
Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” 
So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians 
heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to 
me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, 
or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been 
in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent 
me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry 
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, 
do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more 
years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your 
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; 
and after that his brothers talked with him.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

psalm 133   Ecce, quam bonum!
 1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *  
   when brethren live together in unity! 
 2 It is like fine oil upon the head *  
   that runs down upon the beard, 
 3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *  
   and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 4 It is like the dew of Hermon *  
   that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *  
   life for evermore. 

the secOnD lessOn Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 470 “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” Beecher
Sung by all, standing.

the hOly gOspel Matthew 15:21-28
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermOn   The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

the nicene creeD   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers Of the peOple   [All remain standing.] Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

the cOnfessiOn anD absOlutiOn Enriching Our Worship
The Presider says

Let us confess our sins to God.   [All kneel in silence.]
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your 
goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil 
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WelcOme & annOuncements



the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Voluntary: Andante religioso from Sonata IV Felix Mendelssohn
Kalan Warusa, organ

the great thanksgiVing   [The people stand.] Prayer 3, Enriching Our Worship
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

sanctus, Hymnal, S 127 Calvin Hampton
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

memOrial acclamatiOn

Presider And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ:

People Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Presider continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your 
Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us 
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal 



home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and 
Creator in voices of unending praise.
People Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

the lOrD’s prayer

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking Of the breaD, Hymnal, S 155 Gerald Near
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

at the DistributiOn, Hymn 773 [green hymnal] “Heal me, hands of Jesus” Sharpe
Sung by all. 

senDing Of eucharistic VisitOrs

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.] Enriching Our Worship
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 
of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing

at the clOsing, Hymn 539 “O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling” Tidings 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

clOsing VOluntary: Fanfare in D Major Jaak Nikolaas Lemmens
Kalan Warusa, organ

S 279 (Gloria) © 1985, S 127 (Sanctus) © 1982, and S 155 (Fraction) © 1982 Church Publishing, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650.


