
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 14

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

August 13, 2023 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening VOluntary: Prelude and Fugue in E Minor attrib. Johann Sebastian Bach

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 388 “O worship the King, all glorious above!” Hanover
Sung by all, standing.

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

glOria in excelsis, Hymn 900 [green hymnal] John Rutter
Sung by all.
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the cOllect Of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without 
you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

the WOrD Of gOD

the first lessOn   [The people are seated.] Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob. 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to 
him. Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers 
pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, 
see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of 
Hebron. He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 
“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone 
away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They 
saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here 
comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal 
has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of 
their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 
wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when 
Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and 
threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a 
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down 
to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell 
him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When 
some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b   Confitemini Domino
 1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *  
   make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *  
   and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 3 Glory in his holy Name; *  
   let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *  
   continually seek his face. 
 5 Remember the marvels he has done, *  
   his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *  



   O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 16 Then he called for a famine in the land *  
   and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 17 He sent a man before them, *  
   Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
 18 They bruised his feet in fetters; *  
   his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 19 Until his prediction came to pass, *  
   the word of the Lord tested him. 
 20 The king sent and released him; *  
   the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
 21 He set him as a master over his household, *  
   as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 22 To instruct his princes according to his will *  
   and to teach his elders wisdom.  
   Hallelujah! 

the secOnD lessOn Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that 
is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does 
it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all 
and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they 
to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 680 “O God, our help in ages past” St. Anne
Sung by all, standing.

the hOly gOspel Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter 
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermOn   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.



the nicene creeD   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers Of the peOple   [All remain standing.] Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

the cOnfessiOn anD absOlutiOn Enriching Our Worship
The Presider says

Let us confess our sins to God.   [All kneel in silence.]
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your 
goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil 
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WelcOme & annOuncements

the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Voluntary: Toccata all’offertorio Domenico Zipoli

the great thanksgiVing   [The people stand.] Prayer 3, Enriching Our Worship
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:



sanctus, Hymnal, S 125 Richard Proulx
Sung by all.
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The Presider gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

memOrial acclamatiOn

Presider And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ:

People Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Presider continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your 
Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us 
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal 
home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and 
Creator in voices of unending praise.
People Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

the lOrD’s prayer

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

the breaking Of the breaD, Mass of the Holy Comforter David Kelley
Sung by all.
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inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

at the DistributiOn, Hymn 671 “Amazing grace! how sweet the sound” New Britain
Sung by all. 

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.] Enriching Our Worship
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 
of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing

at the clOsing, Hymn 559 “Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us” Dulce carmen 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

clOsing VOluntary: Caprice sur les grands Jeux from Suite du Deuxième Ton Louis-Nicolas Clerambault

900 (Gloria) © 1972 Oxford University Press; S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 125 (Sanctus) © 1971, 
1977 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Mass of the Holy Comforter © 2014 David G. Kelley, used by permission.


