The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

/E \ " Proper 7

Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite Il

June 25, 2023 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

OPENING VOLUNTARY: Antiphon

THE ENTRANCE

AT THE PROCESSION,

Hymn 484 “Praise the Lord through every nation”

Sung by all, standing.

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, HymNAL, S 280

Sung by all.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and govern those whom
you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON  [The people are seated.] Genesis 21:8-21
The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son
of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out
this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was
very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy
and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall
be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” So
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder,
along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When
the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a
good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar
from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where
he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her
eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy,
and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his
mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim 86:1-10, 16-17  Inclina, Domine
1 Bow down your ear, O Lorp, and answer me, *
for I am poor and in misery.

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faichful; *
save your servant who puts his trust in you.

3 Be merciful to me, O Lorp, for you are my God; *
I call upon you all the day long.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, *
for to you, O Lorp, I lift up my soul.

5 For you, O Lorp, are good and forgiving, *
and great is your love toward all who call upon you.

6 Give ear, O Lorp, to my prayer, *
and attend to the voice of my supplications.



7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, *
for you will answer me.

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lorb, *
nor anything like your works.

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lorb, *

and glorify your Name.

10 For you are great;
you do wondrous things; *
and you alone are God.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child of your handmaid.

17 Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *
because you, O Lorp, have helped me and comforted me.

THE SECOND LESsoN Romans 6:1b-11
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it?
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
AT THE SEQUENCE, HYMN 688 “A mighty fortress is our God” Ein feste Burg
Sung by all, standing.
TuE HoLry GOsPEL Matthew 10:24-39

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the twelve apostles, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his household! So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value
than many sparrows. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own
household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.



THE NICENE CREED  [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Enriching Our Worship
The Presider says
Let us confess our sins to God. [All kneel in silence.]

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your
goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TuaeE Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

AT THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM: “When in our music God is glorified” Charles Villiers Stanford
When in our music God is glorified, How often, making music, we have found ~ So has the Church, in liturgy and song,
and adoration leaves no room for pride,  a new dimension in the world of sound, in faith and love, through centuries of wrong,
it is as though the whole creation cried ~ as worship moved us to a more profound ~ borne witness to the truth in every tongue,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
when utmost evil strove against the Light? Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight,  And may God give us faith to sing always
Alleluia! Alleluia!
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer 2, Enriching Our Worship
| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. [7he Presider continues.]

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to
magnify you as we sing:
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

The Presider continues
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever

and ever.
Celebrant People
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A-men.

THE LORD’s PRAYER
Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYMNAL, S 164 Franz Schubert
Sung by all.
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INVITATION  [7he People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—iust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

ATt THE DisTRIBUTION, HYymN 178 “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord” Alleluia No. 1
Sung by all.
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.] Enriching Our Worship

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament
of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to
the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING

At THE CLOSING, HYMN 537 “Christ for the world we sing!” Moscow
Sung by all, standing.

DismissaL  [The people respond, ]
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Prelude on Ein feste Burg (Hymn 688) Johann Gottfried Walther

S 280 (Gloria), S 120 (Sursum corda), S 129 (Sanctus), and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 164 (Agnus Dei) © 1985 G.IA.
Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650.



