
The Fifth Sunday of Easter

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

May 7, 2023 at 9:30 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Voluntary I in D Major	 William Boyce

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 1 “Father, we praise thee, now the night is over”	 Christe sanctorum
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymnal, S 278	 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, 
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Acts 7:55-60
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16   In te, Domine, speravi	 David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;  
		  let me never be put to shame; *  
			   deliver me in your righteousness. 
	 2	 Incline your ear to me; *  
			   make haste to deliver me. [Ref.]
	 3	 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  
		  for you are my crag and my stronghold; *  
			   for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 



	 4	 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *  
			   for you are my tower of strength. [Ref.]
	 5	 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *  
			   for you have redeemed me, 
			   O Lord, O God of truth.
	 15	 My times are in your hand; *  
			   rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
			   and from those who persecute me. 
	 16	 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *  
			   and in your loving-kindness save me.” [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 1 Peter 2:2-10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do 
not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them 
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 518 “Christ is made the sure foundation”	 Westminster Abbey
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 John 14:1-14
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you 
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions 
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor	 Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. 
	 We pray for the Church: Father, enliven the church for its mission; 
People	 That we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.

Intercessor	 Breathe fresh life into your people; 
People	 Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action.

Intercessor	 We pray for the world: Creator of all, lead us and all people into the ways of justice and peace; 
People	 That we may respect one another in freedom and truth.

Intercessor	 Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it; 
People	 Teach us to care creatively for its resources.

Intercessor	 We pray for every city, community, and nation:  
	 God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others; 
People	 That all may act with integrity and courage.

Intercessor	 Give grace to all whose lives are closely linked with ours. 
	 We pray especially for the sick, the hungry, and those in any kind of need; 
People	 May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us.

Intercessor	 We pray for all those whom we love but see no longer; 
People	 Grant them eternal rest and a place in your everlasting kingdom.

Particular prayers may be offered at this time, adding
Intercessor	 Lord, in your mercy. 
People	 Hear our prayer.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”	 Malcolm Archer
	 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 	 Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 	 Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:  
	 Such a Way, as gives us breath: 	 Such a Light, as shows a feast: 	 Such a Joy, as none can move:  
	 Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 	 Such a Feast, as mends in length: 	 Such a Love, as none can part:  
	 Such a Life, as killeth death.	 Such a Strength, as makes his guest.	 Such a Heart, as joys in love.



The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 128	 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People	 We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 



Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.
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Celebrant People

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Hymnal, S 154	 David Hurd
Sung by all.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

FIRST SUNDAYS-----Healing Prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 754 [green hymnal] “When from bondage we are summoned”	 Haywood’s Home
Hymn 487 “Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life”	 The Call

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 525 “The Church’s one foundation”	 Aurelia 
Sung by all, standing.



Dismissal in Easter Season, Hymnal, S 175
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Closing Voluntary: Præludium in G Major	 Dietrich Buxtehude

S 278 (Gloria) © 1976 and S 128 (Sanctus) © 1985 Oxford University Press; S 154 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; S 120 (Sursum corda), S 
142 (Great Amen), and S 175 (Dismissal) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © 2014 David G. 
Kelley, used by permission.


