
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II with Baptism

February 5, 2023 at 9:30 A.M.

During the last weeks of Epiphany, the revelation of Christ to the whole world, at Holy Comforter we are using liturgies of the Anglican/Episcopal  
communion from around the world: as the gospel was sent out, so it returns back to us in new forms. Today’s service partners our regular baptismal liturgy with 

prayers from our sisters and brothers in the Province of New Zealand, in their prayer book revision ten years following our 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  
They can be found online at https://anglicanprayerbook.nz/index.html#contents.

Opening Voluntary: Lied (Song)	 Louis Vierne

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 372 “Praise to the living God!”	 Leoni
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Presider	 There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People	 There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider	 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People	 One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known 
to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 58:1-9a
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house 
of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw 
near to God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your 
own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with 
a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless 
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light 
shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of 
the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
Here I am.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 112: 1-9   Beatus vir	 David Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 Hallelujah!  
		  Happy are they who fear the Lord *  
			   and have great delight in his commandments! 
	 2	 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *  
			   the generation of the upright will be blessed. [Ref.]
	 3	 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *  
			   and their righteousness will last for ever. 
	 4	 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *  
			   the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. [Ref.]
	 5	 It is good for them to be generous in lending *  
			   and to manage their affairs with justice. 
	 6	 For they will never be shaken; *  
			   the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. [Ref.]
	 7	 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *  
			   their heart is right;  
			   they put their trust in the Lord. 
	 8	 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *  
			   until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
	 9	 They have given freely to the poor, *  
			   and their righteousness stands fast for ever;  
			   they will hold up their head with honor. [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and 
in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. Yet 
among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers 
of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no 
eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”—these things 
God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human 
being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 601 “O day of God, draw nigh”	 St. Michael
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 5:13-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 



No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Theodore Carleton Fix & Laine Jordan Kincheloe
Presider 
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents 
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Presider 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Presider 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Presider asks the following questions
Question	 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer	 I do.

Question	 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer	 I do.

Question	 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer	 I do.

After all have been presented, the Presider addresses the congregation, saying
Presider	 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People	 We will. 
Presider	 Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Father? 
People	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Presider	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?



People	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates

The Presider then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader	 Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

The Presider says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection 
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Presider
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through 
it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received 
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 



fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

At the following words, the Presider touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born 
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
Each candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

The Presider then says
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share 
with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Preparation of the Gifts

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Lead me, Lord”	 Samuel Sebastian Wesley
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; make thy way plain before my face.  

For it is thou, Lord, only that makest me dwell in safety.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]
Presider	 Christ is risen! 
People	 He is risen indeed. 
Presider	 Lift your hearts to heaven 
People	 where Christ in glory reigns. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to God. 
People	 It is right to offer thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe, to give you thanks through Jesus Christ.
You said, ‘Let there be light’; there was light. Your light shines on in our darkness. For you the earth has brought forth life in 
all its forms.
You have created us to hear your Word, to do your will and to be fulfilled in your love. It is right to thank you.
You sent your Son to be for us the way we need to follow and the truth we need to know.
His star, mysterious and inviting, calls us to worship the Christ who is born. For he is Emmanuel, God revealed in human 
form for all the human race; to him we offer our homage and our gifts.
You sent your Son to give his life to release us from our sin. His cross has taken our guilt away.
You send your Holy Spirit to strengthen and to guide, to warn and to revive your Church. Therefore, with all your witnesses 



who surround us on every side, countless as heaven’s stars, we praise you for our creation and our calling, with loving and 
with joyful hearts:

Sanctus   [Said by all.]
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and just, 
glory and goodness come from you. 
Glory to you most high and gracious God.

The Presider proceeds
Blessed are you, most holy, in your Son, who washed his disciples’ feet. ‘I am among you,’ he said, ‘as one who serves.’
On that night before he died he took bread and gave you thanks. He broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.
After supper, he took the cup, and gave you thanks. He gave it to them and said: Drink this. It is my blood of the new 
covenant, shed for you, shed for all, to forgive sin; do this to remember me.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore, with this bread and wine we recall your goodness to us.
People	 God of the past and present, we your people remember your Son. 

We thank you for his cross and rising again, we take courage from his ascension; 
we look for his coming in glory and in him we give ourselves to you.

The Presider continues
Send your Holy Spirit, that we who receive Christ’s body may indeed be the body of Christ, and we who share his cup draw 
strength from the one true vine.
People	 Called to follow Christ, help us to reconcile and unite. Called to suffer, give us hope in our calling.
Presider	 For you, the heavenly one, make all things new; you are the beginning and the end, the last and the first.
People	 Praise, glory and love be yours, this and every day, from us and all people, here and everywhere. Amen.

A period of silence may be kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 As Christ taught us we pray
People	 Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and 

Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven; The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we 
need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and 
test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For 
you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider	 Christ’s body was broken for us on the cross. 
People	 Christ is the bread of life. 
Presider	 His blood was shed for our forgiveness. 
People	 Christ is risen from the dead. 
Presider	 Come God’s people, come to receive Christ’s heavenly food.

Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Healing Prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.



At The Distribution, Hymn 593 “Lord, make us servants of your peace”	 Dickinson College
Sung by all. 

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Prayer after Communion   [Said by all.]
May we who have been your guests at this communion reveal your life to all the world. May we be no longer your 
servants, but know your will, and be your friends. You give us your life, may we be worthy of it; you give us yourself, 
may we embody you.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to 
praise your name. AMEN.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 782 [green hymnal] “Gracious Spirit, give your servants”	 Abbot’s Leigh 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

Closing Voluntary: Toccata in C Major	 Domenico Zipoli

Psalm setting © 2014 David G. Kelley, used by permission.


