
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist

February 27, 2022 at 9:30 A.M.

Today we are using a liturgy from the Anglican Church of Kenya. Epiphany is about the gospel going out to the whole world and returning to us in perhaps a new 
way. We hope using this slightly different language for a time will be helpful spiritually. Notice what you feel as you pray these words, and give us feedback.

Opening VOluntary: Variations on Salzburg (Hymn 135) Johann Pachelbel

the entrance

at the prOcessiOn, Hymn 135 “Songs of thankfulness and praise” Salzburg
Sung by all, standing.

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it. 
People Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. 
Presider The Spirit is here: 
People The promise of God.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Let us pray. Almighty God, you bring to light things hidden in darkness, and know the shadow of our hearts: cleanse and 
renew us by your Spirit, that we may walk in the light and glorify your name, through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
Amen.

glOria in excelsis, Hymn 899 [green hymnal] Carl Haywood
Sung by all.
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the cOllect Of the Day

Let us pray the prayers appointed for today. 
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, 
beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness 
from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

the WOrD Of gOD

the lessOn   [The people are seated.] Exodus 34:29-35
The Old Testament reading is taken from Exodus, chapter thirty-four, beginning to read at verse twenty-nine.
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his 
hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the 
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites 
came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had 
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he 
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, 
until he went in to speak with him.
This is the word of the Lord. 
Hallelujah. Praise be to God.

at the sequence, Hymn 129 “Christ upon the mountain peak” Mowsley
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

the hOly gOspel Luke 9:28-43a
We hear the good news of our salvation, as it is written in the Gospel according to Luke, chapter nine, beginning to read at 
verse twenty-eight.
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 
talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the 
two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, 
a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. On the next day, when they had come down from the 
mountain, a great crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my 
only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls 



him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and 
perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, 
the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him 
back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Hallelujah. Praise be to Christ our Savior.

the sermOn   The Rev. Ann Gillespie
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

the nicene creeD

We stand together with Christians throughout the centuries, and throughout the world today, to affirm our faith in the 
words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

the prayers Of the peOple   [All remain standing.] 
Intercessor Let us pray. May the leaders and people of our churches have wisdom and speak with one voice. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the leaders of our country serve with fairness. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May justice be our shield and defender. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the country have peace and the people be blessed. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the flocks and the herds prosper and the fish abound in our lakes. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the fields be fertile and the harvest plentiful. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May we and our enemies turn towards peace. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the love of the Father touch the lonely, the bereaved, and the suffering. 
People Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Intercessor May the path of the world be swept of all dangers. 
People Hallelujah. The Lord of mercy is with us.

the cOnfessiOn anD absOlutiOn

The Presider says
Hear the words of challenge and comfort our Savior Christ says to all who follow him.
If any would come after me, let them deny themself, take up their cross, and follow me. For whoever would save their life 
will lose it; and whoever loses their life for my sake will save it.
Come unto me, all who are tired of carrying your heavy loads, and I will give you rest.
Let us reverently confess our sins to Almighty God.   [All kneel in silence.]
Almighty God, creator of all, you marvelously made us in your image; but we have corrupted ourselves and damaged 



your likeness by rejecting your love and hurting our neighbors. We have done wrong and neglected to do right. We are 
sincerely sorry and heartily repent of our sins. Cleanse us and forgive us by the sacrifice of your Son; remake us and 
lead us by your Spirit, the Comforter. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God, whose steadfast love is as great as the heavens are high above the earth, remove your sins from you, as far as 
the east is from the west, strengthen your life in his kingdom and keep you upright to the last day; through Jesus Christ, our 
merciful high priest. Amen. 
Thank you, Father, for forgiveness. We come to your table as your children, not presuming but assured, not trusting 
ourselves alone but your Word; we hunger and thirst for righteousness, and ask for our hearts to be satisfied with the 
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ the righteous. Amen.

the peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WelcOme & annOuncements

the hOly cOmmuniOn

the OffertOry sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

at the OffertOry, Anthem: “Thee We Adore” T. Frederic H. Candlyn
 Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Fountain of Goodness, Jesu, Lord and God, 
 Who in Thy sacrament art pleased to be; Cleanse us, unclean, in Thy most cleansing flood; 
 Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail, Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
 Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail. The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow.

 O blest memorial of our dying Lord, O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
 Who living Bread to men doth here afford! May what we thirst for soon our portion be, 
 O may our souls forever feed on Thee, To gaze on Thee unveiled, and see Thy face, 
 And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be. The vision of Thy glory and Thy grace.

the great thanksgiVing   [The people stand.] 
Presider Is the Father with us? 
People God is with us. 
Presider Is Christ among us? 
People Christ is with us. 
Presider Is the Spirit here? 
People The Spirit is among us. 
Presider This is our God. 
People Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Presider We are God’s people. 
People We are redeemed. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
It is right and our delight to give you thanks and praise, great Father, living God, supreme over the world, Creator, Provider, 
Savior and Giver. From a wandering nomad you created your family; for a burdened people you raised up a leader; for a 
confused nation you chose a king; for a rebellious crowd you sent your prophets. In these last days you have sent us your 
Son, your perfect image, bringing your kingdom, revealing your will, dying, rising, reigning, and remaking your people for 
yourself. Through him you have poured out your Holy Spirit, filling us with light and life.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore with angels, archangels, faithful ancestors, and all in heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever 
praising you and saying:



sanctus, Hymnal, S 128 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues.
Almighty God, owner of all things, We thank you for giving up your only Son to die on the cross for us who owe you 
everything. Pour your refreshing Spirit on us as we remember him in the way he commanded, through these gifts of your 
creation.
On the same night that he was betrayed he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Amen. His body was broken for us.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave thanks; he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
We have died together, 
we will rise together, 
we will live together.

Therefore, heavenly Father, hear us as we celebrate this covenant with joy, and await the coming of our brother, Jesus Christ. 
He died in our place, making a full atonement for the sins of the whole world, the perfect sacrifice, once and for all. You 
accepted his offering by raising him from death, and granting him great honor at your right hand on high.
Amen. Jesus is Lord.

This is the feast of victory.
The lamb who was slain has begun to reign. Hallelujah!

the lOrD’s prayer

Presider As Jesus taught us, so we pray:
People Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us 
to the test, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen.

Presider Christ is alive forever. 
People We are because he is. 



Presider We are one body. 
People We share one bread. 
Presider Draw near with faith. 
People Christ is the host and we are Christ’s guests.

The Presider says
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for you, keep your body and soul in eternal life. Take and eat this in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Assistant says
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for you, keep your body and soul in eternal life. Drink this, in 
remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for you, and be thankful.

inVitatiOn   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-
free bread—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us and us in him. Come to the table and 
be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

at the DistributiOn, Hymn 336 “Come with us, O blessed Jesus” Werde munter
Sung by all. 

the pOstcOmmuniOn prayer   [Said by all.]
Almighty God, eternal Father, we have sat at your feet, learned from your word, and eaten from your table. We give 
you thanks and praise for accepting us into your family. Send us out with your blessing, to live and to witness for you 
in the power of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead. Amen.

the blessing

The people accompany the first three responses with a sweep of the arm towards the cross behind the Holy Table, and their final 
response with a sweep towards heaven.

Presider All our problems 
People We send to the cross of Christ. 
Presider All our difficulties 
People We send to the cross of Christ. 
Presider All the devil’s works 
People We send to the cross of Christ. 
Presider All our hopes 
People We set on the risen Christ.

The Presider says
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path: and the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

at the clOsing, Hymn 137 “O wondrous type! O vision fair” Wareham 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal

Presider Go out into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God!

clOsing VOluntary: Fanfare William Mathias
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